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Ten years of the Thatcher Governnent has
brought the honeless figures into third
world proportions. O the 75,000 honel ess
people in London, squatters are the
bi ggest cat egory.

The history of squatting goes back further
than the days of the Anarchic Punks and
the Political Activists of the 70's and
the 80's trying to beat the system
refusing to conform and nmaking a political
stance against the state of the country.
Even the hippies of the 60's attenpting to
create an alternative lifestyle with their
communes, bookshops and vegetarian cafes
weren't the first to squat. It is a well
known fact that after the First Wrld War
soldiers returning to their 'homes fit for
her oes' , t hat didn't exi st beyond
governnent  propaganda, were forced to
squat with their famlies.

The Second Wrld War finished and this
brought in a new wave of squatting. Ex-
servicemen and wonen returned to the
country to find thenselves honel ess.
Fam lies squatted in enpty hotels, second
homes and even di sused arny barracks.

In England records of squatting can be
traced back to the middle ages. The
Diggers are probably the best known
squatters of that tine.

THE DI GGERS

After the 'revolution' in 1649 things were
still no better for the poor of this
country. The Diggers or True Levellers
became prominent in April of that year and
are recorded as being a socialist sect

You noble diggers all The gentry are ztalld
up now, stand up now [ [ :
P rand stand up now 'Ginst lawyers and 'gainst priests

Stand up now, stand up no* Stan
You nobl e di ggers all stand up now

The wasteland to maintain

Seen cavaliers by name

Your digging does maintain

And persons all defame

Stand up now, stand up now.

The lawyers they conjoin
Stand up now, stand up now
The lawyers the
Your houses they pull down, stand up now To arrest you t
Your houses they pull down Such fury they devise The clu
The devl[ In themlies

And are blind In both their eyes
Stand up now,

Your houses they pull down
Stand up now, stand up now

To fright your men In town

But the gentry nust come down
And the poor shall wear the crown
Stand up now, diggers all.

The clergy they como In

The gentry are all
The gentry are all
On each side they art bound
To cheat us of our grou.id

Stand up now, stand up now.

stand up now.

| m PART 1

headed by Gerrard Wnstanl ey, although the
Diggers did practice the principles of
early anarchism They were wunable and
unwilling to pay rent to the rich
| andl ords so they took over wasteland and
started to build their own conmmunities
near Cobham  Surrey and elsewhere in
southern England. Tine after tine they
were attacked by soldiers at the request
of local priests and lords. Their crops
were pulled up and they thenselves were
beaten up. They were under severe pressure
from the |andowners and the state led by
Cromnel | .

The Diggers were pacifists "and nmade no
resistance to the violence inposed on
them They noved from site to site trying
to encourage others to follow their
exanpl e of comunal living and they
struggled on for two years preaching a
vision of conmon ownership and shared
| abour.

Because of their willingness to accept the
violence and destruction of the state
without fighting back the Diggers were
short lived. Vhey have shown by nature of
their exanple of common and equal work,
without lords or nmasters, that there can
be an alternative to the robbery and
inequality of capitalism The early
Quakers were considerably influenced by
the ideas of the Diggers.

St. Georges Hill is the nost fanous of the
Di ggers' plots of squatted land. It is now
a select residential area full of yuppie
st ockbr okers.

round "CGainst lawers and 'gainst priests

Stand up now, stand up now

round stand up now

For tyrants they are born
Thieve and plot against their own
To grant us they ar« [oathed
Free meat and drink and cloth
Stand up now, diggers all.

conjoin stand up now The club Is all their law
y advise Stand uB now, stand up now
[ Is all their law stand up

now .

The club ts all their law
To keep all men In oar

But they no vision saw
To maintain such a law

Wth spades and hose and ploughs Stand up now, ‘stand ui) now Stand up now, diggers all.
Stand up now, stand up now The clergy they come In stand up now

Wth spades and hose and ploughs The clergiy they cone In

stand up now Andsaylt Isasin

Your freedomto oppose
Seen cavaliers are bold

That we shoul d now begin
Qur freedom for to win

Witten In 1649 by Gerrard
W nst anl ey.

To kill you If they could
And rights from you to hold
Stand up now, diggers all.

Stand up now, diggers all. -,
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On the 2nd January 1990 a benefit gig was
held at the Sr George Robey, Finsbury
Park, in aid of Al London Squatters. The

gig was a great success,
turned up to see a
i ncluding Spl odge, Skitzo and Demented are
Go. Bands performed free of charge and
were playing from 5.30pm until 2am £275
was raised on the night and that excludes
a smal | anount for expenses. The
organi sers left the nmoney in the hands of
SHP to decide how it could be used nost
effectively, so on the 25th February we
will ~be holding an Al London Squatters
Gathering to decide how to use or share
the noney.

around 300 peopl e
number of bands

At SH P we propose that the noney be used
to bring out a newsletter for Al London
Squatters so we have used our share to
produce this. W would like to see other
Squatting Goups follow suit and continue

to publish it in rotation. Anyway, the
future of this newsletter can be discussed
at ‘the Al London Squatters Gathering.

Hope you like it, pleaae help to nake it a
success for the future.

SH P, 612 dd
277 7639.

This edition was produced at
Kent. Road,, Londan SE15,, Tel.;.
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BUT, if it is going to be as good as it
could be, maybe a bit of thinking needs to
be done about one or two things:
DI STRIBUTION This matters just

the content and coming out

reckon this paper is a bloody good

as nuch as
regularly. It

would be & conplete waste if the paper
juat circulates around the existing squat
groups and the "ghetto" of post-punk

anarch squatters (speaking as a pre-punk
of that ilk). It needs to get around nuch
nore widely, especially to new squatters

and honel ess people who mght think about
squatti ng. Can't say |I've got nmagic
answers to the problem but getting it
-into bookshops (i.e. ones that pay rent)
and bundles to advice _centres where
honel ess people go (e.g. Piccadilly Advice
Centre and loads of others). They m ght

‘even buy them and help to fund the paper.
Distribution is a lot of work, but it
should be possible to get 1,000 around so
that they are actually read.

PRODUCING IT | don't think the idea of
circulating the job around the squat
groups will work. Many of them don't have
the energy/tine and sone aren't convinced
a paper like this is a priority. No
reflection on anybody at all, but a

system like this is inherently unreliable.
Sone people will renenber that the attenpt
to produce a national squatters paper this

way failed a couple of year3 ago for
exactly that reason. Also, aeven if it did
work, the paper would tend to stay mainly

around the areas which already have squat
groups instead of getting around the right

places in , say Westm nster or Newham

I reckon it would be better done by a
group of people (no doubt mainly also
active in local squat groups) who have
decided to nwmke the paper their main
conmi t ment . Rat her like ASS is a
collective of people from all over who

make that their main -squatty -activity,
this could be a simlar open collective
for journalism witing and agitation by
squatters about squatting, like ASS is in
legal and bureaucratic stuff.

The nmoney that's around could be used to
produce several pilot issues, while we
work towards building up such a collective

and the distribution links we'll need.
Honey to sustain it long-term would also
need to be thought about, but ought to be

a solvable problem provided this doesn't
go the way of many good ideas which sink
in unt oget her ness for | ack of

il CONTIUED ON @AMk PACE.
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EVER THOUC;HT OF.....

The following was
produced by Stoke
Action.

VWHAT |S SQUATTI NG?

Basical ly, squatting neans getting into a
house or flat that is enpty and meking it
your home. Like ail other households,
squatters have the right to essential
services such as electricity, water, post,
gas, rubbish collection and so on.
Squatting means using enpty property to
live in, enpty property that would
otherwi se tot away.

|S IT LEGAL?

Yes, squatting is legal. The only tine you
are commtting a crimnal offence is if
you cause crimnal damage when getting
into the property. However, it is very
difficult to prove this in court so very
few people are actually charged. The
inportant thing that you nust renenber is
to get in quickly and quietly, causing as
little damage as possible.

VHO ARE STOKE NEW NGTON HOUSI NG ACTI ON

St oke Newi ngton Housing Action is made up
of squatters who are conmtted to hel ping

people escape the total poverty of
homel essness and bad housi ng.
V& can supply: -

1. an up-to-date list of enpty houses and
flats;

2. practica
into enpties;
3. advice on gas and electricity problens;
4. basic legal advice;

5. 'The Squatters' Handbook'
end very practical guide to all

squatting;
i nformati on. A}

hel p on how to gain entry

a hel pful
aspects of

6. other nore genera

taken from a
Newington

ver=ssness, BAp Housing, HigH RENT.....

SOUATTING?

leaflet
Housing

But Stoke New ngton Housing Action is not
en ‘'estate agents' - we want to help
people to help thenselves and we are also
comtted to challenging the causes of the
housing crisis that forces people into
squat ting.

SQUATTI NG I N HACKNEY

The majority of squatted houses in Hackney

re owned bg t he ounC|L Sone are houses
ut most round on the many estates In

the borough. Miny have been enpty for
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nmonths and often years, which means that
sonetimes they're in a bad state of
disrepair. The tinme that you can get in a
squat can vary from between 6 nonths to a
year - or even longer. On the whole, the
police in Hackney recognise squatting as a
synptom of the housing crisis and so
rarely intervene. It is also very possible
to squat in privately owied places and
Housi ng Associ ation houses (as long as, of
course, 'they're enpty).



HACKNEY CCUNCI L

Due to a conbination of central governnent
cuts and conplete inefficiency, there are
over 3000 enpty council honmes in Hackney.
As well as this, there are nearly 5000
enpty hones here that are owned by
property specul ators and Housi ng
Associ ations. Added to this are the many
t housands of people who are honeless or in
very poor housing. Squatting is a short
term solution to the housing crisis for
many people. Sonme people say that it's
"queue junping" but that ignores the basic
reality of the housing situation -
homel essness plus enpty homes equals a |ot
of squatting. It is the governnent
officials, property speculators and the
councillors who are the guilty ones, not
squatters because they are the ones
responsi ble for the housing crisis.
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A _GRONNG SOLUTION I N TI MES OF HARDSHI P

Finding a decent hone is becom ng harder
and harder - unless you' ve got |oadsa
nmoney! Not only is squatting a solution to
the housing crisis, but it also shows that
we don't have to rely on rich |andlords or
usel ess councils. It's time that we
started to take things that we need for
ourselves. It is inmportant that we share
the know edge we gain with as many peopl e
as possible. W can all help by making
lists of enpty property, by hel ping people
get in, by getting involved with Stoke
Newi ngt on Housi ng Action or ot her
squatting/ housing action groups. Squatting
is not the problem - the real problremTs
the housi'ng crisis, the enpty hones, the
fact that hones are seen ifm terms of
profi't and power, not real hunan need.
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If you want to find out nore about
squatting or are looking for a squat, cone
to our regular neetings every Mnday from
6pm to 8pm at the dAd Fire Station (61
Leswin Road, Stoke New ngton, N16, just
off Stoke Newington H gh Street. For nore
information, contact the Advisory Service
for Squatters (2a St. Pauls Road, N, 359
8814 (2pm - 6pm Mondays to Fridays)).
They can also put you in touch with other
squatters' groups in London and across the
country.

(1
FAIR PAY




ASS REACHES

Advi sory Service for Squatters (ASS
-not the "SAS"') has been around for
15 years now. Cones from having a

cheap rented office, rather than a

squatted pl ace.

W are a bit different from other
squat groups, because we aren't |oca
to anywhere in particular. W aimto
give legal and practical advice to
squatters and honel ess people from
all over England and Wales, mainly by
running a daily telephone advice
service and publishing SQUATTERS
HANDBOOK and ot her information.

Quite a few people who contact us are
from outside London, and squatting is
clearly growing in places Iike
Manchester, Leeds, Liverpool and
Bristol, as veil as various smal
towns and rural corners. Minly,
though, its London squatters who find
us useful to have around.

VW ate a collective of about 12
peopl e, running the office and the
advice line on a rota, dealing with
up to 30 calls a day. W have a
meeting every week to discuss the
nore difficult problens which come up
and keep ASS organised. ASS al ways
wel cones new nenbers to join the
collective (see below).

Because we aren't |ocal to anywhere,
our practical squatting advice is a
bit more general than l|ocal squat
groups can give. W always suggest
people go along to local groups,
where they exist, if they want advice
about picking the best place to

squat, studying the local style of
steel doors, dealing with the fuel
boards etc. etc. Were ASS can come

into its own is in providing accurate
and up to date legal advice on all
the hassles visited on squatters and
honel ess people, such rights as we
m ght have, and how to make sure we
get them Mostly, this is purely
defensive stuff, but just
occasionally it is possible to use
the state's laws creatively to put
various, bhits of its apparatus right
up shit creek.

THE PARTS .
NOT JUST SQUATTERS

A fair bit of the advice we give
isn't about squatting, as such. W
are often contacted by people who
think they're squatters but aren't
(such as unlawful sub-tenants or
private tenants whose agreenent has
run out). Sometines, people believe
their only choice is to |eave where
they're living and squat, not know ng
they have rights where they are and
to go off squatting would only be
letting some landlord or council off
the hook. Mre often, people with
rights to be housed by the counci
have been fobbed off. Asserting
their rights mght be a better route
to what they want than squatting is.

On the other hand, people who find

t hemsel ves dropped through one of the
| oopholes in the |laws about housing
rights can sonetines fix things by
squatting in a carefully selected
borough for a while and telling that
council a carefully selected story
when eviction time comes. Qur aimis
to explain people's situation as
fully as we can, together with any
choi ces they may have apart from
squatting. W don't believe in just
advi sing everyone to squat, but in
giving people full information so
that they can make their own decision
about what is in their best

interests. O course, nost people
have no choice -and squatting
certainly beats sleeping rough!

EVERYONE RI NGS US|

Because we are well-known and in
every directory of housing or advice
organi sations around, a wder range
of people contact us than woul d
usual ly turn up at many |ocal
squatting groups (nuch as we
encourage themto) -pensioners, dead
straight famlies, tenants who want
to squat flats on their estates for
their children or relatives- al

sorts of folk ‘as well as the nostly-
youngi sh, mostly-childless, mostly-
subversive connection that forms the

squatting nmovenent in London (such as
it is). There seemto be about



30,000 squatters in London (plus a
hel| of a lot nore unlaw ul sub-
tenants etc.), but maybe not nore
than 500 or 1,000 of us who could be
described as any sort of squatting
novenent .

EVEN THE
" PROFESSI ONAL S

Anot her consequence of being well -
known is that we are often consulted
by other advice centres, l|aw centres,
etc. for specialist support or ideas
about squatting problems. Recently,
we have been trying to raise

awar eness and technical expertise
about squatting in such circles. W
ace also able to maintain contact (to
the extent it is useful) with housing
organi sations and canpai gns such as
Shelter and try to snake sure they
have things straight about squatting.

VW al so get numerous enquiries from
the nedia and researchers. Sonetimes,
if we are satisfied about their
approach and the likely result, we
give theminterviews, information or
background material. If we do this
we are always careful to make it
clear that no way do we "co-ordinate"
or "organise" squatting, neither can
we speak for or represent squatters
in general. W just give our own
views about squatting, the housing
crisis, what councils, courts and the
government are up to, etc., based on
our experience.

SAVE SUCCESSES

Host of the work ASS does, beyond
sinply giving advice, is trying to
hel p squatters with fighting
evictions and other legal problens.
This mostly means hel ping people put
together Affidavits for court cases,
sonetimes going down there with them
or trying to see off attenpts by
councils to fiddle squatters out with
bent PIO certificates, and other
simlar work.

Last year we had a good success in
cl obbering Tower Hanlets counci
through the "Onbudsman" (*) for two
PI O con-jobs. They were told to pay
conpensation to the squatters! Took

a year and didn't stop those
particular squatters getting evicted,
but it has stopped the bastards
trying it on any nore. W have al so
been able to develop a couple of

del aying devices for ordinary
evictions through the courts.

Real |y, they amount to exploiting
council's idiocy and getting the
courts annoyed with them

Often works, but not always because
courts are just casinos, really!

THE FUTURE . . . .
Bl O CHANGES COM NG

The work both ASS and |ocal squat
groups are doing is going to be even
nore vital over the next couple of
years. Not only are there nore
peopl e honel ess than ever, but
nmonunental changes to the situation
in which squatting has operated ever
since 1945 are going to start rolling
over us very soon

Last year, a lot of people thought
the 1988 Housing Act woul d change our

situation. It didn't, and isn't
likely to, except in a few isolated
cases. Wat is coining into force in

April is another Act which hasn't had
much publicity and isn't worrying
squatters at the noment -although it
should. It's the Housing Finance
Act, 1989.

This Act doesn't say anything at al
about squatting or change the |aws
concerning our |iberation of unused
homes. Wat It does do is ensure
that councils won't be able to have
any enpty, squatted or short-life
properties. They will have to show
the government they are getting an
"adequate return" (i.e. lots of
money) for the housing stock they
have. If they aren't pulling in
rents for enpty properties, they'l
have to get that anount of noney
another way by putting up the rents
of their existing tenants. This is
often politically unacceptable and
will be very divisive if they do it.
Sone councils will -and then blame
the squatters for the rent rises!

Councils are going to be desperate to
get fiats tenanted. At first, this



mght be an incentive to give
squatters tenancies, but after that
they' || be shoving people into any
old weck or else, if a whole block
or estate is in very bad nick
flogging or transferring it to a
housi ng associ ation (who now have
access to noney the councils can't

get their hands on). Sone councils
will even flog off to private owners
which the '68 Act facilitates. Quite
soon, it's likely that most squatters
will be in housing association places
rather than council ones. These will
not last nearly as long as council
squats do now, and there will be much
reduced squatting opportunities
general | y.

AND POLL TAX TOO!

Unl awf ul sub-tenants may al so be
under threat. Apart from other
nasties, the Poll Tax register is a
potential tool for councils to suss
out just who Is living in their
places. Quite apart fromsquatting
we reckon up to 25% 30% of council
flats on sone estates aren't occupied
by the people the council thinks are
there. This is going to lead to a
ot nore honel essness.

ASS's main job inmediately, we
reckon, is to get a newedition of
SQUATTERS HANDBOOK out. Not that the
current one is wong or msleading
-it just doesn't adress the new
situation. W' ve got the noney. Al
we need to do is wite the bastard
and get it 100%reliable, which is
especially difficult this tine.
Currently we ain't making much
progress because of the pressure of
running the office and sorting out
court cases, but we're trying. W
aimto have a chapter on travellers
rights and boat-squatting, both of
which we're getting enquiries about.
The sort of material SH P are getting
t oget her about sleeping rough m ght

al so have a useful place.

8.

NEW PACES WEL COVE!

YES, the Collective needs new people.
If you have some tinme you could give,
pl ease think about it, especially if
you are the sort of subversive pedant
who likes teasing out the subtleties
and contradictions of [aws and
bureaucracies, and using themto
defeat their own purposes.

BUT...there is usually a lot to

| earn. Mst new people in ASS take
about three nonths to feel confident
about advising people on many things,
so it probably isn't worth getting
involved if you aren't going to be
around for at least six nonths.

Because we are a small collective
operating a rota and sharing

know edge with each other, there
Isn't really roomin ASS for fringe
menbers. Better to be committed for
a time and then drop out if you need
to, rather than being involved
irregularly.

You need to be able to cone to the
weekly meetings, which are the only
time we all see each other (currently
Wednesdays 7.30) as well as doing an
afternoon in the office once a week
or fortnight.

Hope this hasn't put you off, but if
you want to get involved, come along
to a nmeeting any Wednesday night and
see if ASS is for you.

ASS Col | ective

(*) Sexist shorthand for the
Par|iamentary Commi ssioner for
Admi ni stration,
know.

Local
if you really want to

| THE ASS OFFICE IS OPEN

{ MNFRI, 2-6pm 359-8814

I Pl ease ring before calling)
| 2, ST. PAUS ROAD, NI 2QN




HISTORYENOR

SQUATTERS NETWORK OF WALWORTH
MARCH 1983 - JULY 1988

The decision to form a squatters network
in Southwark was made in the beginning of
1983 and by Mrch of that year SNOW
(Squatters Network of Walworth) set up
office in a prefeb at 3 Alvey S, SE17.
From this office a regular newsheet called
SNOWKAT  (Squatters Newsheet of Walworth
and Kinglake and Alvey Tenants) was being
produced giving information, news and
stories about the area. Tenants on the
Kingl ake and Alvey estates didn't like the
nane of the newsletter because people
began to confuse it with KAT, the tenants'
newsl etter, so eventually it was given the
nane ' THE WRE'.
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By Novenber 1983 the SNOW office was noved
into a room in the G.C owned Anbul ance
Station on dd Kent Road. SNON was
continuing to give advice on squatting and
was publishing '"THE WRE on a regular
basis. It soon came time to expand and
nove to larger premses so on the night of
Sunday 15th January 1985 SNOW activists
entered an enpty shop at 362 Od Kent Road
and were soon granted a licence by the
owners, the GLC. This shop became the SNOW

office for the next31/2years. <

SHIIPES

The SNON Collective had regular weekly
nmeetings and the office was open Mnday -
Friday, 4-7pm SNON could give advice on
all aspects of squatting and had very
close links with the squatting community.
SNON was heavily involved in the nass
resistance to evictions on the Kinglake
and Pullens estates in- June 1986 and by
April 1987 the nunber of squats in
Southwark had risen dramatically to over
2, 000.

SNOW was becoming very successful in its
canpaign for squatters and Sout hwark
Counci| soon began to feel the pressure of
organi sed  squatting. Aiter the GC
di ssol ved, Southwark becane the new owners
of 362 and on 27th January 1988 they nade
it official council policy to evict SNOW

In July, SNONreceived a summons to appear
in the Hgh Court on 14th July 1968. At
this time, leaflets produced by SHP
(Sout hwark Honel ess Information Project)
began to appear in the WRE, SHP were
supposedly operating from the ground floor
of 362.

The last edition of the WRE came out on
8th July 1988 the headline read - "SNOWin
Court'. The court case was adjourned for
SNON to seek Judicial Review against
Sout hwark. Two weeks later issue one of
SHP NEWS came out. SHP (Southwark
Homel ess Information Project) had now
taken the place of SNOW



ﬂﬂ 0f gﬁ[] PART 2

SOUTHWARK. HOMELESS INFORMATION ProsecT

SH P was officially set up in July 1988,
working from 362 dd Kent Road, with the
intention of becoming a registered
charity. At this time there were about
1,600 squats in Southwark. By Novenber
1988 the nunber of squats dropped
drastically to 1,353 whilst the number of
voids was increasing. This showed that
squatted properties were being evicted but
just left enpty.

Oh 16th  January 1989 SHIP becane
registered as a private linmted company to
try and obtain charitable status. At the
sane time SHP was becomng very
successful at encouraging squatters to
defend themselves in the Hgh Court under

order 113. By March 1989 an average of 1
in 9 squats were gaining adjournnments
al though the nunber of squats in the

borough was still dropping but since then
has stayed at the level of around 1,200 up

until now.
SH P gained charitable status on 21st
April 1989 and started a fund raising

canpaign and a search for nore pernmanent
prem ses. The latter being not too success
at this stage.

The search for a new property became nore

inportant. 362 dd Kent Road had been
handed over to Southwark and on 14th
Novenber 1989 SHIP was to appear in the
H gh Court under order 113.

With the help of its solicitor, BSHIP

managed to suspend the possession order
for six weeks.

In January 1990 SHIP acquired a new
property to operate from, this time paying
rent!

The property was ideal for
further down the 0ld Kent Road.
SHIP continued to operate as normal and
began to concentrate more omn giving advice
and monitoring court cases rather than on
its own existence.

SHIP, just

10,
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NOMBER OF SQUATS IN SouTHWARK

1982 — 1989

The new SH P office is situated at 612 Ad
Kent Road and is open Monday to Friday, 4-
7pm

UECAL
VVORKSEIORS

AT 612 OLD KENT ROAD

VWERNES DAVSEE "

10 DEVELOP NEW DEFENCE TECHNIQUES,
FOR SAUATTERS in THE CouRTS,




SQUATTI NG GROUPS | N LONDON (16/ 2/ 90)

BHAM Advi sory Service for Squatters (ASS)
BOX 4 2 St. Paul s Road
G eenl eaf Cafe London N
Bristol Tel : 359 8814 = Mondays to Fridays 2-6pm
Dear ' Per sons Goncer ned'
Brixton Sqguatters A d
| amwiting to you as a nenber/secretary 121 Railton Road
of BHAM (Bristol Housing Action Movenent), London SE24
who as a group, have been in existence for Tel: 274665 = Sundays 3-5pm

over five years. VW have regul ar meetings
hel ping the homeless find accomrodation

whil e producing support for those already Canden Squatters

squatting, housing lists are provided and Qul ross Hall

a tool service for those who need it. Some Battl e Bridge Road

assi stance can also be given to those who London N2 Tuesdays 7-8pm

have difficulty noving into a squat.
ce upon a tine BHAM held a squatters

conference which was a great success. The Li nrehouse Squatters
conference took place over a weekend and 17 Turners Road
attracted people from all over the London E3. . . . . Tues & Thur 6-9pm Sat |-4pm

country, unfortunately the conference
didn't go a great deal further and after a

somewhat smaller conference in Brighton Sout hwar k Honel ess I nformati on Project

the whole idea seened to deteriorate into 612 Ad Rent Road

not hi ngness. London SE15

W haven't been in touch wth squatting Tel : 277 7639 = . . | Mondays to Fridays 4-7pa
groups and rel ated or gani sati ons

nationally for sone time, this being a

situation we would like to change. Anyway St oke Newi ngt on Housi ng Action

our reason for getting in touch with you 61 Lesw n Road

is to ask if you could please contact us London 16~~~ Mondays 6. 00- 8. 00pm

and tell us a little about vyourselves,
what your 'organisation' is doing at the
nonent and how nuch support you receive.
V' d also be grateful if you could send us
any squatting group/or useful contact
addr esses you nay have.

It is hoped that if we get favourable
response we can arrange a ‘'MNational
Squatting Conference' possibly in Mrch
sonetine at a community centre that has
been squatted and re-opened in Bristol.
It's highly likely that there's a hell of
a lot going on in your area/across the
country which we don't know about and
woul d be useful know edge for a group such
as ours. Anyway, nmust go, | hope we can
contact you on a slightly nore personal
basi s, hope you can be of sone hel p.

Cheers, M ke.

P.S. Apologies for the officialness of
this letter but it would be too nuch of a
workload to gat in touch with so nany
groups on an individual basis all at once.
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he of the world' s biggest and ol dest
squats was the former Walled City of
Kow oon in Hong Kong. The area was an
anomaly in the treaty of 1898 when the
British Enpire t ook over the New
Territories from China. The original
convention of Peking, that was negoti ated
with the assistance of corrupt officals in
the decaying Manchu enpire, allowed for
the Chinese to retain jurisdiction over
this small area. The British governnment
later tired to overrule this provision,
but no Chinese govt has been found who
woul d accept the unequal treaty. So as a
result the Miled Gty fell through a
legal loophole with the Hong Kong govt
unable to claim authority over the one
hundredth of a square mle which lost its
walls during WX and was just a small
village of 436 in 1948, but follow ng the
Chinese revolution and the wave of
ref ugees who have flooded into the British
haven on the South this squat near
Kaitak airport attracted nore illegal
immgrants, prostitutes and drugs than any
ot her over-crowded tenenment block in Hong
Kong. Wthout building regulations it has
been built up by the occupiers so that in
1975 the Hong Kong airport had to get the
tops knocked off 2 new buildings which
were obstructing the flight paths.

Qpium snmoking and all fornms of drug use
are rife and the place is a haven for
unqualified dentist!?, where authorities
fear to tread. Al the electric wiring is
unpaid for and a notorious fire hazard.
After a bloody power struggle affective
control of the place has been shared by 2
| eading Triad gangs.
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But the People's Republic of China cannot
allow itself to be blamed far pernmitting
such | awl essness go unchecked and so an
arrangenent was reached in 1987 allow ng
the place to be denolished ~ with the
40,000 residents rehoused el sewhere - to
nmake way for a public park.
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ANJO 36 OF -SHp NEWS PESPELOWAGLY,

» i *SHP on Kinglake' and 'SHP
fon Friary' (opposite) are
. exanpl es of squatting
| newsletters produced at
. estate level.
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