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wh_erevEr you find it take it as yours without asking

B permission and do what you want with it!

Landless Worker’s Movement (Brazil):
http://www.mstbrazil.org/

Squat ZineSurvival Without Rent
http: f. / zinelibraqr.infu /files/squat.pdf

Crimethinc Anarchist Cookbook (squatting p. 507):
http:/ /wwww.rorta.net/textfiles/crimethinc recipes.for.d

: isaster.amanarchi.stcaokhnok.pdr a0

Liberate Space: A Squatters Handbook v l

Legal Aid of Western Missouri (on eviction): i
http://www.lawmo,org/law Jithtm' ' ¢

KCPD Procedural lnstructions [ser:ljnﬁ 07-2 cc‘ncems

squatting): R v ety

http:/ /www. kcpd urgjmastenndexjmastenﬁdex.hml
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Ungdomshuset (Copenhagen) Eviction Defense Propaganda

If you miss your court date and ha';re ajudgment Ente.re_d
against you, you may receive by mail another notice to
vacate, perhaps this time drafted and signed by a p.ﬁh]ic
uﬁicial or judge, which will notify you of your date of
eviction (should it actually be executed by the sher::iff and/or
landlord). If you lose your case in court, thg judge may give
you verbal riotice of when to vacate your building, possibly
accompanied by a written notice to vacate. It i,s.uni:lear_ as to
what is the standara length of time given to vacate the
premises, but it seerns to be from between five, anci thi[‘l‘j’ ,
days. _
-Another line of defense might be to organize 3 group of
supporters to physically block the eviction process on the
day of the evictinﬁ. although this strategy Icnuld lead to-other
legal matters and is probably more appea]ing.tﬂ g'r:uups
engaged in overt political protest and/or confrontation.
Lastly, technically only individuals with namels on the
evictib_n order can be evicted, so try to have as many
individuals as possible living in the building obtain official
looking documents that demonstrate proof of residency. If
the;sheriff cannot move out these individuals, you may be

able to move back in later.



uéual]y tells you when and where to appear in court, and 4
what the owner of the property is demﬁdjng. If youdo not
ai:npear at your court date, a default judgment may be :

* entered against you, which will pmbably mean an eviction:

If you are occupj,nng your building mth a group, you ..

should decide well before the initiation of an eviction .
process if you! are gumg to try to fight it Ifyou're ﬁghting

" . the eviction lq c-:n,;rt (th;e f_i_r_st step]. you'll probably pe_zed g

lawj.rer.nr at le_asl; legal advice, although the very fact of your .

ap pearénce-at;‘:ul!n and contesting of thF lawsuit could drag

the process out. You niight argﬁe that alrt'huugh there isno- ;

written agreerhent between you and the praperq.r owner, the '

vacancy of the hulidmg as you found it, as well as the work
you've done tn fix up the building, demnnstrate an implied
contract. You i;uulci further argue that under this mpl:ed

contract you tzaded manual labor, structural and/or
aesthetic imprr,:wements as well as securing the property.
from theﬁ: or vpndahsm, for remdenc_v in the building. Itis
‘extremely 'unhkely, However, thata ]udge mli ﬁnd this

defense compellmg ennugh to rule i in your favor.

id

of the profits— is sustained by the perpetuation of a cui.ture_*:
of private property, the‘.‘pruhlbltmn by fﬂrce of the ; & , !

i sing “crisis” is neither new as a social
phenumen%mr ;; it an isolated instance of “poor decrsmm i
making” m‘ nsky I.Iwgstment strategy” on the partof | "1
captains -:nf thﬂfg;np.nd;&l and housingindustries. Rather
thps; mmdents-—-qthe cpeau:m and "collapse” nf the hnusmg,
.”hubple g thgun#q{qmaf lendmg and murtg.'age cﬁmpamev A
and' the mass lmme.s fnrec]{rsures and dlsenfranchlsemnt tﬂ] '

the p-::-ur—-are merel;.r the most recent chapters in a lu:-rigi
history of sysﬂemlc oppression of the majority pﬂpulnu‘mp}r

an elite ruling class.

.. The current capitalist economy—wherein a select few | =

e 1t

individuals and institutions reap an overwhelming majority; =%

demﬂcmﬂc use, and reallocation uf land and housing, a’nd the L ::.f'
class of w wage sla%ves thi‘msults dsa consequence of these ﬁ .
two furmer mnﬂ}tﬁnﬁs Fu,rther the specific phenomenon of

the seizure and-holdirgiof homes by banks and other i
ﬁnanciai'_ins:tituﬁons for speculation—that is, class-war

profiteering—is totally outrageous and unacceptable.



Because unfettered access to land and housing is®ssential to
ény’r meaningful individual or collective liberty, autonomy or

5e1f-determination, we completely reject these conditions.

. As of Dec. 27, 2008, the Jackson Cuunt}r Land Trust,
'whlch holds and catalogues properties seized for de]mquent
taxes and not sold at auction, reports that there are over
21 ‘E.”EIEI ‘vacant properties “owned" by]acksun County; and
a;;éarﬂmg to the Kansas City Ne1ghborhaod and Eﬂmmumt}r
. &Ervu:eg. Depar!:ment there are over 2,900 pmrately’

ﬁ‘wnéd yacant properties in [{zmsas City, I"-"[JSSDUI'] Thus the

@bmbmad datahases list over five thnusand vacant
prqpemes in ElthEl’ Kansas Clt}? or ]ackscm County, Missouri.
‘fet tlwusands of mdmduals are farceﬂ to spend much or
mnstﬂf fhenr meager incomes on rent or, unable to pay,
rna:r{l: are forced into crowded i:lty §he]ters or under
mterstate nverpasseS The time has long passed that we stop
-_qelferﬂng to government programs and/or non-profit
entities to “provide” us with “affordable” housing. The only
housing problem is access, and we have the means, the

power, and we grant ourselves the authority to solve it.

Lo

eviction

. Unfortunately, if you're squatting a bulldmg lnng
enough, chances are you'll encounter an attempt by a
property owner or manager to evict you. Getting le gal

documents in the mail or delwered to you can be stressful

but evictions are no t overnight processes and ymﬂl

probably have plent_v of tzlme to get your ﬂlings ou{; nf tlie'
hmldmg You cannot Iegal]y be thrown out of your bui]dmg '
b}" the property mamger or o“mer only hy a ]ackgan {.‘.uun‘ty
Sheriff with a srgned evir:tmn nr&er aftera Iudgment has
been rendered against you in civil cnurt. P P . :
The first notice you'll pmhably ren:ewe in a.m'éi-riction ;
process is a “notice to vacate.” This is merely the ﬁrst step in
an official eviction pmcess it is NOT an eviction urder and
cannot be used to fomb_ly remove you from your b_mldmg. It
is often written-up by the'q“m.er or prn[;_he_r_tf mgnagen‘mnt_._'
company (rather than ﬁ._cdﬁnt}_! official), and may precede or
accompany a "F.'etition. and 'Sl_l'mm.-:ms._” APetition and
Summons documenit means that the property
uw:leff manager has begun the legal process of evicting you,
the first step of which is filing a lawsuit in the county in

whichithe building resides. The Petition and Summons




police department’s “legal” purview, is relatively simple,
According to the KCPD Procedural instruction manual:

A party who is not on a written lease, but appears to have
legitimately established residency, and has possessions;
e.g., clothing or personal items, in the residence, is
considered to have esmbhshed residency and is therefore
a tenant.
And (therefore)...

The rrespass urdmance is not applicable in
land Jurcf;’tenanr d.lsputes

Thus, théﬂreticall}n-_tu establish residency/tenancy to a
police officer, fand to es.-:'ape the possibility of trespassing
charges, the KCPD procedural handbook states that at
mirﬁl_nun‘i an individual show personal possessions within
the building [Eiqtl_ﬁng. furniture, apﬁ]iances, etc). A written
lease is NOT l%equiréd. Other, possibly more compelling
proofs ef re:sid_e;nc}r could include: mail, a voter registration
card, utility bills for the building, and other forms of
personal identification with the building’s address and your
name on them: Proof of residency moves your legal standing
as a squatter from the criminal realm to the civil realm, and

: - i" -
is supposed to fall outside the jurisdiction of the KCPD.

I

Lastly, this zine was written in response to ongoing
systemic, rather than incidental, oppression; therefore, we

advocate the creation of a sustained collective heusing.arid' a3 -‘f;

land reappr‘epnannn pru;em: in Kansas City—one to Dutlast

any so-called " economic reeer'l.rerj,r " The resources and | : i'?ig
mfurmatmn herein have I:nee? gathered from:a variety a:-f 5:: E';ﬁ
sources and.are current to, th;e tlme of Lhe Dn‘gmal ; iéiiil a:
publication, An:,r nf the guldef]mes or, suggestmm in thm zifmiglu 4
should be apphed unl:.?‘ to thf extent that they seem ‘ B 48 |

appropriate. mt'tun the 5pemﬁe situations mdmduals Qs &
B |
groups may enr:eunter Peupie withreal, dy namic ilwngu ¥

experiences (of squamng] are usually preferable to st:atm:r 2

E:

texts, and should be sought out. b0 5
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forming a group

[f v-:su re not plannmg to occup}' a butldmg by yourself,

_vou Shﬂuld ccmmder Sﬂ!ldlf}ﬂl‘lg a g;mlip before ﬁndmg a
hmlﬂ‘ng In addltmn to lwmg mt‘h éthers you'li aisuc he

de::lmg w1th hngh srr‘ess su:uatlcrns su chcmse t:arefully Try- '

m pl ck those wnth whom }rnu are relatlveljr m‘ttmate and
.'ShEII"E u:i::rn'q:ll«:rr'.hent.ar},ir ifnut ldenﬁca] gnals—-—the ha.a'ls for
and extent of yﬂur gmup 3 afﬁmty‘ sl:mu]d be' very clear. The
people you choose to Iwe with are as 1rnpnrl:ant as the _-

building you choose.

heaters for heat; liquid-gas camping stoves for cooking; or a
wood-burning stove for both. ;
legal information

“Historically, landlord/tenant matters have beén
viewed as civil in nature especially in connection .
with eviction actions. [KCPD Police] Officers doinot
normally become involved in these instances.” |

~The KCPLProcedural Instrucl:fo:ri Maﬁua’i'
fmmducﬁnn to LandfardfTennant Dr’sputas e
. As menti oned in the gmmg in" sectio n, enter; ng and
SEcunng a squat is prnbah]'_r,r the riskiest. step in the squatting
process. The risk during this part of the process d#nves
from the (usually slight) potential for neighbors, qndum
passersby, or the owner(s) to see you entering or breaking
and entering and the building calling the police. If the police
depé_trtr_neﬁt arrives and it appears that you've broken into
the bu.ilding and you can't materially demonstrate that you
live there, you could be arrested and charged with
trespassing and/or breaking and entering, .
| ‘However, establishing your status as a legal (although

potentially unwelcome) resident, and moving outside of the



Zo

pipes won't freeze and break. Even if you can't get the water

pipes open, the sewage out pipe may still work If you can't

get any of the pipes working, you'll have to use five gallon

‘buckets filled with sawdust for toilets, and set up a human

compost system u‘r'dunip your waste in storm sewage gratés

or.on bourgie sedans and suv’s on the Plaza. If you can 't ﬁnd

sawdust for ﬂm cdmpdstmg toilets; you cdn use any other.

organic matte[--e g ash, shredded nwspapers, hay, or grass ;

clippings. Ydulshould b‘E able to lucate plent},r ufti}ﬂet paper
rolls lying arﬂqnd puhhc restrooms.

Other issues to conslder are e how you will heat the
building and cbuk. 1If there are utilities running in the
building, you :{:ay be able to hook- up apphances Yuu could
either tmnsfe:‘fme utlllties to your name (which might help
stall an evimut pmcess}, or try to use them without paying

until and landli;rd notices or the utility company turns them

off. Usually ﬁlr_'j:iacias-and stoves in vacant buildings are

broken or miss}ng, but you can use oil-filled electric spa'ce—

~ heaters for heat, and hot plates, electric s}d]l,ets:aﬁd croc-

pots for cooking. If you don’t have access to or don’t want to

use gas or electricity, you could use kerosene or propane

~ therebe a pnl#&bdurhrmgmg g‘uesl’.s to the 5quat'? Huw ‘ AL ;:.ﬁ'

‘Every group develops its own style and interests: some
are more pn]iﬁ?ta_],'sadie like to party, some are very
regiménted—and some are just trying to get off the streets. =
Arrange meetings with your gruup to consider goals and °
potential issues. What are your reasons for squatting?- [ 5 b :.'!"
your group's aﬂimty built upon merely sharing living spal::_e} : 0
or enéaging in -ﬁﬂdﬁr kmds of direct action? Are yoﬁ hﬂlegJ " '

‘to stay in the building for a #vgek, a month—the next teri :'f_--‘.-l A

jrears? What will. the house tules be? Will they be wrltten- 3-'"!'-.!.'

down or verbal?. Who will know you are squamng‘? Wl” ) b 14

ot

aq?ptmg new squat mgmbers? Does everyone agree upon
st[‘ateg]es and tactics for dealing with the property ‘

c:-mer;’managerand the police? How committed is yuur Lo '.5 w
grc:a_u;_? to fighting an eviction process? Etc.
' finding a bulldmg
Doubtless if you've lived in Kansas City for any
cnnsnderahle length of time, and haven’'t been cnmpietely -
gengraphmaliy quarantmed to south Kansas City, the .
Northland or Johnson' County, you've seen some of the over

five-thousand vacant industrial, commercial and residential



e .

buildings mentioned in the introduction to this zine. Most of
the"’vécant properties” in Kansas City and Jackson C_Dunfy
are ‘empty lots, especially those owned by the
CItyrfcount},r[and listed in online databases-—*see the
regnurces section in the back of this zme) but a stgmﬁcant
riumber contain structures of varying degrees of appeal from

a ‘squﬂmng perspectwe

[f yeu re desperate for shelter and yeur ﬁrsl: pr]ﬂl'it}l’ is .

to avmd gett ng kicked nul:, you'll probably wanta secluded
pIaf:e with low- visibility access. Consider neighborhoods or
mlxee{ zuned areag [mdustnai jres:denna[

f;emmereml /regldentlal et-:] that apPear “run-down.” ﬂreas

that app.ear to be in a process of gentnﬁcatmn and/or

.'!:'_‘eat‘?n may present conflicts W;'th U DO proper ey

gL
ters. ' If you want to set ynurself up in a homey situation,

-g,i'eu-:_s__hnuid_eheck out residential neighborhoods (where the

njaiﬁ%.ii:}z_'o_fsquatting opportunities in KC exist, espeeial]_l,r on

tBe*Eiist Side]'where you can pass yourself off as a renter or

somebody who bought the place eheep (ie., from the city,
county land trust, or private real estate auctiohfbreker] If
you're pla.nngjg an overtly political, pubhc action for which -

j.mu want h1gh visibility, you'll want a public, visible location

cleaning uli /basic setup

It's a good idea tu elean up the building soon after you
movie in. Cleaning: 1p the bm]ding can make it feel like
home, getrid of hazardeus dust partn:]es and i 1mprnve
re]annns with neighbers-uwhem you may oome tg need for -
support during an ewctl-:m Also, makmg the 1:|-i]aar:ei as
"hﬂmel.r" as possible befc-re the police am:-re {:an milean the:
difference between getting thruwn out mthuut a I]eanng
and fe-rcmg thelandlord and Elt}f to go thrnugh the whnIe

eviction process (mcre on this in the “legal” sectmn}

The tmiets ma:,ar be smashed, full nf unﬂushed fetal

' matter. 01‘ Dtherwwe l,nnperahle, hut if the pipes ar‘f.- still

there and are in g{md cn‘ndmnn ;.ruu can g&t running water.
You may be able to access the water pipes in the basement, if
noton gle back of the ]:_rﬁﬂdin g. If they are.in the basement,
there will pruhalﬁ_l},? bea sef of pipes cq_rnihg;i_q and out from
the street; the Ierger pipe is prnhehl}_r t;e.r sewage, the smaller
for water. You might be able to open these pipes witha -
wrench (be careful to avoid gas lines); if you succeed, look
for leaks in the rest of ehe bui}ding, and leave the water on at |

a trickle in the winter if your-building isn’t heated so the



- could borrow or rent a large truck or a U-haul (assuming you

have anjr,thing like furniture you could fill it with). If you
think there might be con'ﬂict with neighbors or an owner or
pru.pert};_' manager while you're moving in, do itat nigﬁt or -
figure out other covert methods. Moving in personal
possessions also h'elps secure your legal"stams as a1
resident/tenant, so even if you don't get a truck and/or doa
daytime mov&-m, make this a priority. Also, cnnsider :
sendmg ynurﬂplf nfﬁmai«-lnahng mail at the address, as this
also hellps éecﬁré }r_m,;r Ilegal status as;a resident (rather ﬂl;n

a tre:spassar}

After yau ‘m:jve in, trybaidng your nexghburs fuud and
talkmg with tlmm ah-uut the neighborhood and what pm _]Ei:.ts
or changes they’ Wuu,ld like to see happen. Also, find out
about ne1ghhﬂrhuad association meetings, and attend them
to introduce }rqu rs plf and/or collect information on people
in the netghhnﬂhuqd. Ti}ruw a potluck__o_r_ open-house to
encourage 'fur;[;ier community building between your group

and those in the area, possibly ﬁ;akin'g it_;i fegular event.

‘Community gardening and food distribution projects can

'.,‘

also help build c-::-mmuhh;.r relations and support for your

squat come eviction time.

(eg. Hyde Park), not to mention a plan for how to deal with
f‘ne “authorities,” whether they be self-interested nej_ghbnrs,
ne1ghhurhuard ass-:matmns. community poh-:mg
organizations, or the caps ’ ;
Scupe-uut the I:rulldmg before mwmg inoreven. - - ;~

entenng it, preferahly over a period of at leasta few week,sn {2

It's good to geta sense -z:f whn s coming and going, lft.h& -f,_'._; i "j =.'
ownhers or ne;lghbars are checkmg up on the place and wha; 1 r
else is gumg on in the ne‘lgh.bqrhand especially if you' re. new _'

to the area. Ta]k to luc;als [but have a solid story ready m ;-:
case they ask ynu S0 you dnn t raise su5pmmnj :,ruu ‘1l neeq h Tﬁ
fnends, espec;ai]y among the peuple who hang out I'Egl.’ﬂflt‘!lj’..l ; 'ﬁ
on the block, if any do. Eheck t::r see if the power meter or l 4

sbr
water meters are runmng. and if there is mail in the mallbux ( {

-~
If you can't hang arnund to watch if whether anyone enters f’i‘
or leaves the hmldmg, ]eave a toothpick or twig wedged : <L
between the door.and the frame and check on it i MR SRL i

periodically. - e el [



Land Trust Properties
Found 2150 properties matehing your crifera

Home Hew zearch

{Property 10]] Address c'l'\y_ m@
Ip2ze HESTNUT -~ lsiacey | S
230 SAMTAFE 5T | ZENSEE ; [
[a235 516 GARLAND AVE [ransas oy i)
240 201 LEXINGTON AVE - Jkamszas oy 0
3741 16 CHove 51, Jransas city 150
“lB2ae . s waLWUT 5T ; Jfeanisas cimy ]

v g :s'T_dj i 1221 N MONROE AVE NSAS OITY 0
Bzt JpsooNchesTMOT 1E:s.-.si oy 0
£i 07 N BELMONT BLVD ~ pomsascmy Lo}

i "N BELMONT BLYVD: © 7 lramsasciry 0
b BELMONT BLVD off
2 BELMONT BLVD i _ 0
BELMONT BLVD -z [kanisasciTy o]
. §338 N BELMONT BLVD - ; [garmsas cimy 0
i NS2THWHITE AVE weE ransas ciry ol
332 § WHEELING AVE . BKANSAS CITY []
mLAWNDALE AVE N 7 s.ns'l:mr 5o -
5203 SCARRITTAVE | i[Mangas ciry 0
421 SPRUCE AVE | ansas ity []
531 JACKSON AVE — Jkansas ey — o]
135 5 ORUAY AVE Jcansag Tty - -0
TCPPING AVE - |MAMSRS TITY ] !
MART AVE : &NS.AB citY 0
. k=02 TOPPING AVE FANSAS CITY [}
400 CHESTNUT AVE . Jkansas ity ]
17174 MORRELL AVE MHEAS CITY aff-
410 MONTGALL AVE Iensasciry 154
412 WITTE PL Jeansas cimy 0
427 MONTGALL AVE fansas oty ]

A écrecnshnrﬁ‘ﬂm the fackson County Land Trust online database.

door and on the other side of the doorframe and run a chain
secured by a padlock through the holes. You may ';nrant'tq
consider designating one entrance for regular use and one

for escape.

There are other zines that describe n:mre inte}ns'i:.ig .
methods of entering buiidings;like sled'ge-hamgﬁin g . :
through cinder blocks—but these methods ‘may take ]onger :
and draw more attention to you than the uﬂ'lers m;nuoned :
and are pmhab]y ur necessary due to the great numher of
probably more accessible vacant hm]dmgs arnum:liKC
However, check out the Survival Without Renp".‘i’quat Zine
listed in the resources section of this zine fnr furtﬁger

mfunnanun.

Once you've changed the locks on the doors or
otherwise physically secured the entrances, you should
consider letting the building sit for a few days just to see if
al@unﬂ has noticed your alterations. If it qpﬁears the coast |
is clear, you are ready to move in, Unless your building is
veﬁ secluded or you think you cﬁn keep your neighbors in
the dark about your residency, you might try to pull offa

“legitimate”-appearing move in during the déytime. You



Entering a building is probably the riskiest part of the
squatting process because at this point you are l_ég#lly A
considered a &espa;ser (rather than an unwanted resident)
and if you're caught on the prﬁpertjf or breaking-in you
could be arrested and face criminal prnsecuﬁdn. However,
most of the strategies to 'avcrid'ﬁehxg caught are prettjr
straightforward and common sense :

If your buildmg isn’ t wlde open, you'll prubably want to
break in at mght a,s quletl},r as possible. The hack side ofa -
building is aﬁ:e}n_ the least visible, Try opening entry-!evei
windows first, if any are uncovered, or try to pick the lock(s)
on the d{:-urfs} ﬁf you know-how. If this dnésn'fwﬁrk you-
could quietly t?r to break a wmduw and climb inside; ar
unscrew and/or pr;.r-oﬁ pl}rwood buarlis that may be
blocking your :iccess You may want to bring hammers,

scfew-drivers %:mwbars, and /or bolt-cutters with you,

although 1f you'are caught with these items on the way ta the

building the cops could gwe you trouhle

I S
.Once you' ‘ii"]e entered the huﬂdmg, change the lncks as
~ soon as you can; if that's tmnussible 1nsta]l your own front
door and frame, or, failing that, at ]east punth a hole in the

16

- city- mmgd bmid_mg_ than_frﬂm a privately-owned one, hu_;t ik e

- make a very desirable “landlord.” As an alternate strategy, '_J i I

You can search online city and county databases or _
contact the assessor’s office to find out whether the building :
is uﬁmed by an individual, bank, or development y
curpnratmm am:l whether ornot the taxes are paid up (see . &)

A -.'! i

the “iresnur-::es sectmn] The city takes possession ofa .

building when its owner fails to pay taxes on it for at least! | i Tl A
three years;and then it is literally sold off the courﬂmuse ;.i‘ H o

steps at,aj.rearly aucnun {usu:dly at the end of August] ? lt‘ JL
'P'ropieruEs unsnld at aumun are entered into the jacksejﬁ -15

Ci:uuntjr Land Trust and held until sold. General wisdom- mn' i

Squamng is that it can be much difficult to be ewcte::l frm’m ae Iqs
personal accounts and/or local histories on this issue were!} (£
eithér_ non-existent or unavailable at the time this zine was . |
written. On the other hand, aprivate owner who pays the i
taxes but has otherwise totally abandoned a property might: . .
toatg |
; 1
you might first look-up properties on city databases,
creating a list to check-off as you make you rounds and

compile information,

It's a good idea to gﬁ inside and inspect a building
before you occupy it, to know what you're getting into:

L]



whether the water and electricity work, how trashed the
place is, if the copper piping has been Sl:rif-ped, and if other
people are or were staying there, When exploring a building,
calmly announce your presence as you enter, in case others
have already sq uatted it. Look out for holes in the masonry
_'ﬁ;;-'u" E-ig to fix, signs of bulging or saggingin the walls |
. '-{e&pecml]}r in the basement), 51gmﬁcantwater damage to
':fﬂcmr's and ceilings, wood rotin structura] elements these are

-3 al}petentlal mgns that you've plcked the wrong placa, 1f' =

u;'ar:e of ashestus lead paint [man}ir older hmldlngs in the ;
‘Clt}' contam both), and other toxic inatenals in the bm]dmg
fuﬁsbestds and lead paint are generﬂ[}f not too dangemus if .
'Ife_ft alone or kept moist, but if you dun t l-cnﬁw how to

.. 1dent1fythese materials and;’ar hnw to dlspose of them, try:

j ‘{u ﬁnd someone who does.

Ftl‘lall}', when rnakmg a decision about whether or not to

mnve 'into a building, you’ll want to consider your own and
your group's skills, resources and environmental factors. If

- the building is in poor condition, do you desire to or-have the
skills to make physical improvements? Do you have or can

you get access to construction tools? Consider the season

: I:.r.ny re h@pmg to make a home there Also, you 4 warnt to. be

and the length of time you want to try to inhabit the
building: If the're_are cold winters where you live, you'll

need to cuﬁsider.whether or not the building has electricity
or gas and if :mli want to use them,; if the fﬁmace 15 in |
working condition and ifyou can fix itif it's not; a?d ]whether :
you can bm]d, acqure and/or properly set-up and mamtain

a wood-bummg stmre You should also cunsrder 1[ you'll

have access to water, and hnw you'll cook and stu{e food.

Mthough }rou 'l learn much about squatting on the fly,”
doing your homework ph a building can save you frnm a ]ﬂt

of trouble and frustration later on. . e
getting in/ secﬁﬂ-ng a bui_l_ding i

Once you've formed a group and decided on a building

you'll need to enter and'secure it. Many of the vacant”

 buildings around Kansas City are left wide open—meaning

they remain unboarded-up and (if they have doors)
unlocked; others are secured by locks, chains, pljnmud and
SCrews, or By other means. 1f you've done your homework,
you'll know ahead of time how ynﬁr building is secured and

what is required for entry.



